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But surely the points at issue may be examined with-
out exasperation and rancour; and the results of in-
quiries carried on with a singleness of mind, in search
only for the truth, may be offered on the one side
without insult or offence, and should be received
and examined without contempt and scorn on the
other.

The writer of this address is not one in whom early
associations would foster sentiments of evil will against
members of the Church of Rome; or encourage any
feeling, incompatible with regard and kindness, towards
the conscientious defenders of her creed. From his
boyhood he has lived on terms of friendly intercourse
and intimacy with individuals among her laity and of
her priesthood. In his theological pursuits, he has often
studied her ritual, consulted her commentators, and
perused the homilies of her divines; and, withal, he
has mourned over her errors and misdoings, as he
would have sighed over the faults of a friend, who,
with many good qualities still to endear him, had un-
happily swerved from the straight path of rectitude
and integrity.

In preparing these pages, the author is not conscious
of having been influenced by any motive in the least
degree inconsistent with sentiments of charity and
respect; at all events, he would hope that no single
expression may have escaped from his pen tending to
hurt unnecessarily the feelings of any sincere Christian.
He has been prompted by a hope that he may perhaps